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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, IN. PK 
SUB J : INDIAN PROPOSAL ON INDO-PAK FORCE 
REDUCTION 

REF: A. STATE 128021 B. NEW DELHI 6859 

1. MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL (SOUTH ASIA) HAYAT MEHDI 
CONFIRMS THAT INDIAN FOREIGN SECRETARY KEWAL SINGH 
DID PROPOSE MUTUAL INDO-PAK BORDER FORCE THINOUT 
AT MAY 15-20 NEW DELHI NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. AS MEHDI RECALLED CONTEXT OF PROPOSAL, PAK 
DELEGATION HAD BEEN SEEKING TO REASSURE INDIAN COUNTER- 
PARTS THAT CHANGE IN US MILITARY SUPPLY DID NOT 
REPRESENT THREAT TO INDIAN SECURITY. KEWAL SINGH THEN 
INTERVENED TO SUGGEST THAT VARIOUS MEASURES COULD BE 
TAKEN TO BUILD MUTUAL CONFIDENCE, MENTIONING 
SPECIFICALLY REDUCTION OF BORDER FORCES. (MEHDI SAID 
THAT INDIANS HAD NOT RAISED MUTUAL INSPECTIONS, BUT HE 
RECALLED THAT HE HAD SEEN A MEMO WHICH HAD MENTIONED 
THAT THE GOI HAD MADE SUCH A PROPOSAL SOME TIME IN 

THE PAST). PAKS HAD REPLIED, ACCORDING TO MEHDI, THAT 
THIS SEEMED A GOOD IDEA AND GOP WAS PREPARED TO 
CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL. HE TOLD US THAT MFA WAS IN 
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AND OTHER' - TO SEE WHAT COULD BE WORKED OUT . PAKS 
PRESUMED, MEHDI SAID, THAT THIS WOULD BE ONE TOPIC FOR 
FUTURE INDO-PAK TALKS. 

3. MEHDI SAID HE FOUND ENCOURAGING FACT THAT INDIANS 
HAD FOLLOWED UP THEIR IANUARY 1975 MESSAGE TO USG ON 
THINOUT WITH PROPOSAL AT NEW DELHI. IN IANUARY, 

MEHDI RECALLED, INDIANS HAD BEEN SEEKING TO PERSUADE 
USG NOT TO CHANGE ITS SOUTH ASIA ARMS POLICY: THEY WERE 
TRYING TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR COMMITMENT TO NORMALIZA- 
TION PROCESS AND TO CALL ATTENTION TO DANGERS TO 
PROCESS THAT RESUMED FLOW OF US ARMS TO PAKISTAN WOULD 
(ACCORDING TO THEM) INVOLVE. INDIANS' INTEREST IN 
BRINGING UP PROPOSAL IN MAY DESPITE CHANGE IN US 
POLICY, AND THEIR NOT FINDING IN POLICY CHANGE A 
REA GON FOR GIVING UP IDEA, WAS A GOOD SIGN, HE SAID. 
BYROADE 
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